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Dr. Charles  
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

November 12, 2015 
 

White Table Honors Veterans, POWs and MIAs 
 
LIBERTY: In honor of our Nation’s veterans, three students at the Rubin Pollack Education Center at 

Sullivan BOCES spearheaded a White Table Initiative based on the book “America’s White Table”. 
 
To give our students (grades 6-8) a better understanding about what Veterans Day really means and 
what our military does for our Country every day, the social studies teachers at BOCES read 
“America’s White Table” to each of their classes.  As soon as 7th graders, Nikko Torres (Monticello 
CS), Logan Dunn (Fallsburg CS), and Ethan Connor (Ellenville CS) heard the story, they wanted to 
set up a White Table in an area that was visible to all students to honor of our veterans. 
 
According to Principal Nicholas Millas, the three young men came to him to ask permission to set up 
a White Table to honor our veterans.  “I’m very proud of these three young gentlemen; they told me 
about their experiences and were very serious about getting our school community involved in 
honoring our veterans,” said Millas.   
 
“I feel great about doing this,” stated Nikko Torres, “My dad has a couple of friends that are veterans 
and I want to support them for serving for our Country.  They gave for us and we should do 
something for them.” 
 
For Logan Dunn, his family has been in the military for a long time.  In addition to setting up the table, 
Logan wrote a summary about their initiative and mentioned that they are creating a writing campaign 
and urged others to write a letter or make a card to send to our troops. “I wanted to do this to honor 
what they did for us and thank them,” said Dunn. 
 
For Ethan Connor, this effort brings a personal connection.  His father currently serves and 
grandfather served. “My grandfather actually died in the war in Iraq.  When we read the book, it made 
me think that I wanted to do this in honor of my grandpa,” said Connor   I’m really happy we were able 
to do this, I know my grandpa can see what we are doing to honor him.    
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“America’s White Table” by Margot Theis Raven 
 
Small Table- to show one soldier’s lonely battle against many 
White Table Cloth- honor a soldier’s pure heart when he answers his country’s call to duty. 
Lemon Slice- to show a captive soldiers bitter fate 
Grains of salt on the plate- the tears of families waiting for loved ones to return home 
Empty chair- for the missing soldiers who are not here. 
Black napkin- the sorrow of captivity 
Turned over glass- the meal that won’t be eaten 
White candle- Peace 
Rose in the vase with a red ribbon- hope that all our missing soldiers will return home someday 
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Photo Captions:  From Left to right: Standing:  Logan Dunn, Nikko Torres kneeling: Ethan Connor 
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